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11_1 . (U)  The  following  is  an  informal  embassy  translation  of 
the  French  MFA  statement  issued  May  22,  welcoming  formation 
of  the  new  Iraqi  government: 

Begin  text:  France  welcomes  the  formation  of  a government  in 
Iraq,  the  result  of  the  December  15  elections  and  which 
should  aim  to  ensure  a balanced  representation  of  the 
different  components  of  the  country.  France  hopes  that  the 
new  government  works  with  all  Iraqis  to  reduce  violence, 
promote  national  reconciliation,  and  manages  well  the 
reconstruction  of  the  country.  In  liaison  with  its  European 
partners,  France  is  ready  to  collaborate  with  Iraqi 
authorities  in  order  to  preserve  Iraq's  unity  and  stability 
and  to  assure  the  country's  return  to  full  sovereignty.  End 
text . 

VI.  (C)  Prior  to  issuance  of  the  MFA  statement,  poloff 
discussed  reftel  points  on  formation  of  the  Iraqi  government 
with  MFA  Iraq  desk  officer  Bernard  Chappedelaine  May  22. 

Chappedelaine  confirmed  the  GoF ' s intention  to  welcome,  "in 
uniformly  positive  terms,"  formation  of  the  new  Iraqi 
government,  emphasizing  the  importance  of  its  greater 
inclusiveness  and  GoF  readiness  to  work  with  it. 

Chappedelaine  confirmed  that  the  GoF  was  open  to  initiating 
high-level  exchanges  with  the  new  government,  but  had  taken 
no  decisions  yet,  and  would  look  first  to  upcoming 
coordination  meetings  within  the  EU  to  discuss  European 
engagement  with  the  new  Iraqi  government. 

11_3 . (C)  Comment:  Notwithstanding  the  gratuitous  reference  to 
Iraq's  "return  to  full  sovereignty,"  today's  GoF  statement  is 
a welcome  step.  The  MFA  announcement  on  the  new  government 
was  overshadowed  somewhat  by  May  22  allegations  in  the  UK 
press  that  France  paid  25  million  dollars  in  ransom  to  secure 
the  release  of  three  French  journalists  held  hostage  in  Iraq 
in  2005  and  2004.  (Italy  and  Germany  were  similarly 
accused.)  The  MFA,  along  with  issuing  today's  statement 
welcoming  the  new  Iraqi  government,  strongly  denied  that  any 
such  ransom  was  paid.  End  comment. 
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